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not do to disgust the men too much.3 Miserable
as was their pay of sixteen laris * a month, we find
them complaining to the Council that Midford had
kept back two laris a month from each man. To
which Midford replied that he never received
nor took any more profit from the soldiers than
what other officers did, all through the island of
Bombay; with which answer the Council was
apparently satisfied. The real grievance of the
men appears to have been that Midford, not being
a military officer, was nofc entitled to make the
deduction. The Directors were careful In enjoin-
ing that powder was not to be wasted at exercise ;
" but sometimes the men must be used to firing,
lest in time of action they should start at the
noise or the recoil of their arms." To bring such
officers and men into the field was to Invite
disaster. Soldiers are not made by dressing men
In uniform and putting muskets into their hands.

* The lari was the well-known hook money of the Persian Gulf.
It was worth about sixpence.